APPENDIX #2
QUESTIONS FOR APPLICANTS 
How old were you, when you suffered FGM?

Before the FGM: my life, knowledge, and health 
What was your knowledge, before it happened to you? 

What did your mother tell you, about what had happened to her?

Did your older sister have it, and talk to you about it?

Another girlfriend had it?

Did you know anyone who died from it?

Menstrual periods were how painful?

Did you think: “I will have several children later”?

How long did it take to urinate?        15 seconds?

How frequently did you have urinary tract infections?

Other problems?

Did you see a doctor for a routine physical exam, before the FGM?

What would your father think, if you did NOT do FGM?

Ms. Gomis, from Senegal, testified that if she did not do FGM, her family would be the “laughingstock” of the village, and that if she did not do it, her father would be “ashamed and humiliated.”

A Rendille woman said, “FGM is the only thing which separates us from animals.”

Inside your country, are there different kinds of FGM? 
Ms. E said, “In my country, we do FGM usually when the girl is about five years old. This happened to my friend Mary. Then, when Mary was 15 years old, she was going to get married. Her fiancé, named Mohamed, said, “You must have FGM again! I want to make sure it is done right.”

What do you think about the story of Ms. E?

Does that happen in your country?

Are you similar to Ms. E?

Does this story remind you of anything?

In Guinea, one person said that FGM is done “to reduce sexual desire in females, and to increase sexual pleasure in males.”   Why is it done in your country?

Is FGM the only thing your country does to subordinate and persecute its females?
Ms. F said, “In my country, they use a knife to slice parts off. Then, they stitch it back together, leaving just a small hole. On the girl’s wedding night, the husband uses a razor blade to open her up, and then they have sex.  If the husband travels out of town for a few months, he will get his wife stitched up again. When he gets back, he cuts her open.”

What do you think about the story of Ms. F?

Does that happen in your country?

The day of the FGM, before it happened 
What were you told before it happened? 

Was it a surprise?

Did your mother or father lie to you?

“Come to this house for a party” [except inside, no party! Instead, FGM]?

Who did the cutting or the slicing? 
What was her name? 

Her age?

Her experience with FGM?

Did she know how to read and write?

Her education?

Did she receive training in anatomy? 

   In septic procedures?  Does she  know how HIV is spread?

Had she, herself, even been inside a modern hospital?

Were her hands clean?

Were other girls sliced that same day?

What did she say to you, before she cut you?


Where was it done?

Inside a well-lit room? Inside a dark hut?

Outside, at dusk, by the river?

Were you on a sheet? Blanket?

The dusty ground?

Were there any animals, such as dogs or chickens nearby?

How close?


What was used?

 A razor? A knife? A sharp rock? Scissors? Piece of glass?

What sanitary procedures were used on the knife before the slicing?

Disinfectant? Soap?

What sanitary procedures were used on you before the slicing?

Any   one give you prophylactic antibiotics?

Anyone give you an anti-tetanus injection?

Did the lady drink anything?

What happened?


How many women in the room?

Did they hold you down?

Did you move, during the slicing?

Did you fight or try to get away?

What thoughts went through your mind during the slicing?


Blood 
Did you see any blood?

Did you feel any blood on your legs?

Did you smell any blood?

Did the woman have blood on her hands or on the knife?

What did she slice off?

Prepuce?

The hood?

Clitoris?

Labia minora?

Labia majora?

What else did she do?

What did she say during the slicing?

Anything else?

What did you hear?

What did you see?

What did you smell?

What thoughts went through your mind?

Was any part of your cut-off flesh buried in the ground?
How long did it take? 
A 2007 case: “depending upon the sharpness of the instruments and the girl’s resistance, the procedure may take up to 20 minutes to complete.” 

What happened immediately afterwards? 
Did she clean the knife?

Did she clean you?

Bandages? Disinfectant?

A 2007 case from Somalia: “anything from alcohol or lemon juice to ash, herb mixtures, porridge, coconut oil or cow dung” is put on the wound

Was paste put on you?

What did you hear?

What did you see?

What did you smell?

What thoughts went through your mind?

Can you draw a picture of yourself, for me?

What did the lady say, after the slicing?

ONE HOUR AFTER THE SLICING

Did you see any blood?

What did you feel?

Did they give you anything to drink?

Did anyone wash you?

THE NEXT TWO MONTHS
What emotions did your mother have?

Did your mother tell you why you had the FGM?

What emotions did your father have?

Did your father tell you why you had the FGM?

What do you think was the real reason why you had FGM?

What emotions did you have yourself?

A 2007 case from Somalia: “for 40 days, the young woman is immobilized; her legs are bound together from hip to ankle, preventing her from moving so that scar tissue can form along the mutilated vaginal opening.”

Lots of bleeding?

Did you go to school?

What did you do all day?

How did you walk?

Did you run and play sports?

What emotions did you have about your mother or father?

Did one of them lie to you?

Did you feel betrayed by your mother?  

Disappointed in her?

Have you forgiven her?

Did you trust her, after that?

“I blame myself”

Did someone stitch your labia back together?

Did they use a thread, horse hair, or part from a plant?

What does infibulation mean?
What happened during the next 12 months?

Urination 
Pain upon urination?

Speed?    Slow?   Fast?

“It is hard to pee, so I pour hot water on my stomach to make myself pee”?

Urinary tract infections?

Retention of urine?

Urinate when you did not want to? [“incontinence”]

Urine sprays all over the place?

“urine goes on the floor when I walk”

Smells?

Did you ever feel the need to pee, after you just peed?

Did you dislike peeing, so you tried to not drink water?

“it takes me 15 minutes to urinate; but that is the same for all women”

Did the woman who did the slicing come back to see you?

While standing in the shower, it hurts when water hits it?

Pain upon washing?

Pain while exercising, because of friction; my pants rub against me?

It smells! My clothes often smelled?
Drop out of school?
Emotional feelings?

Did you feel shame?

“I hate my body”

What are the symptons of tetanus?

What are the symptoms of a dermoid cyst?

Do you know anyone who died, after FGM?

When did you see a doctor during the first 20 years of your life?

Menstruation 
How was your first period?

How long did it last?

Did blood go out, drop by drop?

How long should it last?

“at times, dead brown blood comes out”?

Sometimes the blood is red? Sometimes brown?

What did it smell like?

Did yellow liquid ever come out?

What is pus?
What did it smell like?

Did it remind you of rotten fish?
Did you ever want to wash yourself, but you did not, because washing was too painful?

What does a girl do in your country, during her period? Does she use a cloth?

How was your menstruation different, from a girl who had NOT suffered fgm?

What is routine gynecological care in your country?
Is there a rule in your country, that a single woman shall NOT see a GYN doctor?

Did you have any “gyn” tests or examinations?

What is a speculum?

[here in the United States, a doctor uses a speculum to do a PAP test, to see if the woman has cancer in her cervix]

Did a doctor or nurse put a tube in you, to help you urinate?

Do you know what a catheter is?
Because you had FGM, were any of these tests difficult?

How many times did you have a routine physical exam, before you got married?

What did you learn from your doctor?

Jamelia, now age 20, said, “My whole personality changed afterwards. I felt a lot older. I stopped sports and swimming, two things I really loved. I became strangely disconnected with my own body.”

Marriage 

Can you remember the first time you had sex?
Sex during marriage was pleasant? Fun? painful?

Did you enjoy sex?

Do some women enjoy sex so much that they initiate the idea, and encourage it, even if the husband does not think of it himself?

Orgasm this is a word used in the United States. 

“climax” and “finish” are other words.

How often did you have orgasms?  

Have you ever had an orgasm?

Do other women have orgasms during sex?

Why don’t you?

Did you talk to other women friends, during your marriage, about their problems?

Did any of them have still born babies?

Did any die during childbirth?

Incontinence: is when you urinate or defecate when you don’t want to; for example, you are sitting on a chair watching television; all of a sudden: wetness; smell!
Did any of them have incontinence?

Did you ever have incontinence?

What emotional feelings did you have about these things?

Pregnancies and child birth 
How many children did you have?

PREGNANCY # 1
How old were you when you got pregnant the first time?

What was your knowledge of pregnancy?

Was your pregnancy the same as a woman who did not have fgm?

Did you fear that the child would die?

Did you fear that you would die during delivery?

Did you under-feed yourself, and your baby, so that the baby would not be too big?

Did you consult with a doctor during your pregnancy?

Did the doctor tell you that he had problems doing an exam of you?

LABOR AND DELIVERY OF CHILD #1 

How long was your labor?

How long should it have been?

Any problems during delivery?

Did the doctor have trouble finding the head of the baby?

Did the doctor have to use forceps?

Was the child underweight? Retarded?

Do you have any scars from the first birth?

Do some scars reduce elasticity of the vagina, which makes childbirth more difficult?

PREGNANCY # 2

How old were you when you got pregnant the second time?

What was your knowledge of this pregnancy?

Was your pregnancy the same as a woman who did not have fgm?

Did you fear that the child would die?

Did you fear that you would die during delivery?

Did you under-feed yourself, and your baby, so that the baby would not be too big?

Did you consult with a doctor during your pregnancy?

Did the doctor tell you that he had problems doing an exam of you?

How was this pregnancy different from the first pregnancy?

LABOR AND DELIVERY OF CHILD #2

How long was your labor?

How long should it have been?

Any problems during delivery?

Did the doctor have to use forceps?

Was the child underweight? Retarded?

Do you have any scars from the first birth?

Do some scars reduce elasticity of the vagina, which makes childbirth more difficult?

How was the labor and delivery of this child different from your first child?

PREGNANCY # 3

How old were you when you got pregnant again time?

What was your knowledge of this pregnancy?

Was your pregnancy the same as a woman who did not have fgm?

Did you fear that the child would die?

Did you fear that you would die during delivery?

Did you under-feed yourself, and your baby, so that the baby would not be too big?

Did you consult with a doctor during your pregnancy?

Did the doctor tell you that he had problems doing an exam of you?

How was this pregnancy different from the other pregnancies?

LABOR AND DELIVERY OF CHILD #3

How long was your labor?

How long should it have been?

Any problems during delivery?

Did the doctor have to use forceps?

Was the child underweight? Retarded?

Do you have any scars from the first birth?

Do some scars reduce elasticity of the vagina, which makes childbirth more difficult?

How was the labor and delivery of this child different from your first child?

Husband 
Any problems with your husband?

You resist him how often when he wants to have sex?
I grit my teeth during sex; I fear my husband will notice?
This puts tension in our relationship; it erodes it, it damages it?
This makes my husband more “distant” from me?
I worry he will leave me, take on a mistress, or divorce me?

Does he know that sex is painful for you?

Does he care?

“at times, I have a urinary tract infection for three weeks; no sex then”?

“my husband does not want me to be promiscuous; so he thinks FGM is a good idea”?
He cuts me open with a knife?
He takes out the stitches, and puts them back in?

How many times have you been re-stitched?

Did your husband ask you to engage in anal intercourse?

If so, did that result in any problems for you?

OTHER PHYSICAL PROBLEMS

Did you suffer “back flow,” which created kidney problems?

What is “labial fusion”?

Did you have, or know someone else with these symptoms:

Muscle spasms, often beginning in the jaw. Spasms in the back and chest; can cause tears in the muscles, and even fractures of the spine. There can be drooling, excessive sweating, and uncontrolled urination and defecation.

Words come out of the person’s mouth. She does not want to say anything, but words come out.

[this might be Tetanus]

Did you have, or know someone else with these symptoms:
 1] chills; 2] high fever; 3] rapid breathing; 4] rapid heart rate 5] confused mental status; 6] red spots on skin; 7] decreased or no urine output

[this might be Septicemia]

Did you have, or know someone else who had these symptoms:


-feces and urine, in the body, were not separate. There was a hole where there should not be hole. [this might be a fistula ]

How many fistula hospitals are there in your country?

Emotional problems in your country 
While living in your country, did you have any flashbacks?

Any other emotional problems?

Did you know a woman in your country who was NOT cut?

How did people treat her?

How do you feel about her?

Health and emotions here in the United States 
Did you have any flashbacks?

Nightmares?

True or false: “the emotional aspects are worse than the physical aspects”

For how many years have you been suffering?

For how many more years will you suffer?

Is plastic surgery possible?

Would you like to look at some photographs?

ROUTINE GYN CARE IN THE UNITED STATES

What thoughts went through your mind before your first visit to a doctor here in the United States?

Have you been tested for HIV?

Have you been tested for Sexually Transmitted Diseases [STDs]?

Have you been tested for cancer of the cervix?

What is HPV?

Did the doctor use a speculum for the PAP test?

“painful pelvic exams; so I do not want to do them.”

Ever use a tube or a catheter?

Tampons?

Because you had FGM, were any of these tests difficult?

What did the doctor tell you?

Would you like to ask your doctor some of these questions?

-is urinary and menstrual debris accumulating in me? Is there a blockage and therefore more urinary tract infections?

-do I have any scars?

-do I have a keloid scar, which forms over nerves? 

-is there a lubricating gland that continues to secrete fluid, which creates a cyst?

-do I have inelastic scar tissue?

What is “unintended labia fusion”?

Today, do you have issues with:


 urination?


Incontinence?


 menstruation?


 painful friction against undergarments during exercise?

Have you looked at yourself, “down there,” using a mirror?

Has your scar tissue grown bigger? 

Does it block more of the vagina than before?

Have you seen photos of a healthy, uncut woman?

How are you different from her?

What parts of you were sliced off?

Would you like to look at a diagram?

Spasms?

Numbness?

What other questions should I ask you?

Statements by other women 
Can you relate to what any of these women say?

“my genitals are only a source of pain; no pleasure”

“I have lost my female identity”

 “sex has no meaning for me. It is no longer painful, but it is nothing.”

“upon my arrival in the United States, I learned that most women here do not do fgm; they think I am mutilated.; this was a big shock to me”

“I felt humiliated” “my doctor here in the United States told me it was difficult to do PAP test, urinary catheters, ultra-sounds”
Assita, from Sudan, writes: “when I was ten years old. my mother took me to the middle of a dark forest; she did not tell me why.  I saw lots of other girls sitting there. Old lady came out. Long dirty fingernails. We went to a hut, full of smoke. Inside were old women, beating a drum and chanting something. I went into another little room; inside was an old lady, chewing on a stick. I was told to take off all my clothes, and lie down. They washed me. I felt scared; something bad was going to happen. They sat on top of me so I could not move. The old lady pulled out a dirty, ragged-edge scalpel. She held it in the air, spat on it, wiped it on her sleeve,


The drums stopped. They put a dirty rag down my throat. Old lady drank some alcohol. Her eyes were bloodshot. She was scraping me! No anesthesia; no disinfectants. “in less than three seconds, I could smell the fresh blood flowing down my thighs.”


To clean my wound, she poured a liquid that smelled like dead fish on my private parts. Then she put herbs on it. It burned. I was suffocating from the dirty rag and the bad smells. I was then told to stand up with no help.


I walked out of the hut and saw my mother, I asked her “why? Mom, why?”


I definitely left something in the village forever: my flesh, and my rights as a human being.

“Fgm is like being raped: loss of bodily autonomy”
Ms. Kone, from Cote D’Ivoire: when I was 9 years old, some old ladies pushed me on the ground. Old and dirty knife. She cut my clitoris at the base. I passed out from the pain. No anesthesia. I woke up, still bleeding. No hospital; no doctor. These old ladies had no medical experience. Herbs on the wound. I felt my private parts burning every time I urinated.

 ‘painful and disorganized periods,” and a ‘very painful pregnancy and delivery.’” 

Denial of medical care in the future: in Sudan, doctor will not look at unmarried woman

Katy, from the Ivory Coast, said, “I want to be like everyone else.”

Meti, from Guinea, said, “I heard that many women enjoy sex, and that sex is not painful. I am jealous of those women.”

San, age 43, said, ‘I still remember clearly the day I suffered FGM. My mother told me we were going to a party. Instead, I was cut. I was, and still am, very disappointed with my mother. I could not trust her after that. She lied to me. I have still not forgiven her.”

“I will never trust my mother again.” “I was betrayed by my mother.”

I felt anger. I felt resentment. I blame myself.

Jamelia, now age 20, said, “My whole personality changed afterwards. I felt a lot older. I stopped sports and swimming, two things I had really loved. I became strangely disconnected with my own body.

“I went to see a doctor here in the United States. I was on the examining table. A nurse looked at me, vomited, and ran crying from the room. I guess the nurse had never seen FGM before.”

“I had blackouts-anytime I had to have a smear test, I would pass out because lying in that position brought it back to me.

-when I go to the doctor for a routine test, I lie down on my back. I have a flashback to the day of my cutting.

I do not want to go to the doctor. The last time, the doctor called a nurse in, and said to her, “Look at this.” I had to lay there, as they stared and gaped at me.

Naana, from Somalia, was cut at age 6. At age 14, she went to a doctor: what we thought was a cyst was actually several years of menstrual blood that had been blocked from leaving her body.

“here in the United States, no one knows I have been cut. However, I still feel embarrassed. Someone might find out, and think that I am weird.’

Nurse could not insert a catheter, for urine.
“I feel shame”

“I hate my body”

“my country does FGM to prevent promiscuity: so, my country says to me: 

“ you are a moron whore slut!”

“I have been fixed like a dog”

“I feel numb down there”

“I have spasms down there” 
 Ms. Niang, was born in Senegal. She was inconsistent as to when she suffered FGM: age 17, or age 25?  Dr. Wilson testified that Ms. N had suffered FGM:  “normal anatomy… had been obliterated…” She would not be able to engage in normal sex, probably not be able to conceive, and not be able to deliver child vaginally, said doctor. 
Ms. X, from Senegal, wondered: “Should I flirt at a party, to get a boyfriend? My future “social” life is conflicted”

Ms. Seck, from Senegal, said: “They will consider me as not a human being, because I have not been cut. They think I am impure.”

“I want to be like everyone else”

“I have physical scars which remind me”

“I have some ugly scars” [fear of cunnilingus?]

“I am dirty and stupid; low self-esteem; I am like a dog that is “fixed”
“other women enjoy sex and have orgasms; I never will; so:


 I feel bitter and angry and sad


I feel jealous

“I wish I had been born a man”

“I feel guilty”

Today is May 15, 2012; it is now 10:30 am?

How do you feel right now?

Any discomfort?

When did you urinate last?

How was it? What happened?

Do your clothes rub against you, in an uncomfortable way?

Somalia: mostly, it is pharoanic cutting: cut and re-position the labia, with or without removal of clitoris


Sunna means “anything from partial infibulations to small cuts, depending on the family’s preferences. Al-Shabab is opposed to pharoanic.

My future physical health here in the United States 
Have you seen a GYN doctor here in the United States?

Will you see one in the next 12 months?

Will you be tested for cancer? AIDS?

Did a doctor tell you anything about your future?

If you get pregnant in the future:


-what are your chances of having a baby born with cerebral palsy/brain damage?  What can be done to prevent this?

“there is a danger the entire genital area will become permanently painful to the touch”  [if so, can anything be done now, to reduce this danger?]

“later in life you will have incontinence”

“you will continue to suffer daily pain for the rest of your life”

“danger of having brain-damaged babies”

“danger of becoming sterile”

[for even more questions, see Bah v. Mukasey 529 F.3d 99, 102]

Reconstructive surgery?         Plastic surgery?

Replace my clitoris?

Have your genitals been permanently disfigured?

Have you permanently lost sensation in your genitals?
Talking about this makes me feel ________

My future emotional health here in the United States 
Does anyone here in the United States know that you have been cut?

Even if no one here knows, do you feel embarrassed?

Do you fear that someone might find out later, and think you are weird?

Today, what do you feel about your father?

Today, what do you feel about your mother?

Today, what do you feel about the culture in your country?

What does spay mean?

Are dogs and cats “fixed” here in the United States?

Mary, from Sudan, said, “I feel like I am an animal. I am not a real woman.”
MY FUTURE WITH MEN

I want to have a boyfriend? 

My future with my husband is _____?

If I must return to my country 
Is there a danger that FGM will be done again?

Will someone say: 

“you must get married; you must be re-stitched before that; so, that is what we shall do.”

“we think it grew back, so we will slice again”

“we must have done a bad job the first time; so we will slice again”

“we will sew you together, using a thread, thorn, hair from the tail of a horse

Will you suffer “other” harm? Punching?

Physical harm?

Emotional harm?

Social ostracism

Economic harm

Domestic violence?

Rape?

Trafficking?


WILL YOUR DAUGHTER SUFFER FGM IN THE FUTURE?

If you must return to your country, what about your daughter?

Would she stay here in the United States, or not?

Do you know anyone here in the United States who would take care of her?

Do you know anyone in your country who was harmed, because she opposed FGM?

If you and daughter return to your country, what would happen to daughter?

If the lady approaches your daughter with a knife, what would you do?

Punch the lady?

She would return with an armed escort?

In that event, you would do what?

Would you be beaten or killed if you interfere with the FGM on daughter?

Are there any “FGM” groups here in the United States?

Would you like to read some three-page Declarations from other women?

Would you like to talk to a counselor about something?

Are there some things you have not yet told me?

You can answer with one word, such as YES.

You don’t have to tell me anything more; but, I was just curious to know if there were some things you have not told me.
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